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NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
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1 . ^ This communication is responsive to 2-2-05 . 

2. ^ The allowed claim(s) is/are 57-66 . 

3. ^ The drawings filed on 12 March 2004 are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Terminal Disclaimer 

1 . The terminal disclaimer filed on 2-2-05 disclaiming the terminal 
portion of any patent granted on this application, which would extend 
beyond the expiration date of US Pat 6,744,046 has been reviewed and is 
accepted. The terminal disclaimer has been recorded. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

1 . Claims 57-66 are allowed. The following is an examiner's statement 
of reasons for allowance: the prior art of record fails teach or fairly suggest 
the claimed invention. 

2. Specifically, no teaching or obvious suggestion was found of the 
limitation " focusing light from a source of light to intersect one or more of 
the liquid cone, jet and plume of the fluid emitted by the electrospray 
nozzle, detecting scattered light patterns, transmitted light patterns or both, 
passing through, reflected by or emitted from the fluid emitted by the 
electrospray nozzle as a result of the intersection of the light with the one or 
more of the liquid cone, jet and plume, with one or more photodetectors... 
comparing the interpreted patterns to a reference pattern, which is defined 
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by the predetermined electrospray pattern, with a second computer or 
microprocessor, and generating a control signal in response to the 
comparison and transmitting the control signal to a controller, which, in 
accordance with the control signal, and displaces the nozzle or the 
counterelectrode, or both, to adjust the distance between the electrospray 
nozzle and the counterelectrode...." as in claim 57. 
3. Claims 58-66 are allowed by virtue of their dependency. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted 
no later than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, 
should preferably accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be 
clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 



Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered 
pertinent to applicant's disclosure. US Pat No 6,245,227 issued to Moon et 
a! is considered the closest relevant. Moon et al disclose a feedback control 
(see col. 14, lines 53-67), but fail to teach or obviously suggest the claimed 
invention. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications 
from the examiner should be directed to Kalimah Fernandez whose 
telephone number is 571-272-2470. The examiner can normally be 
reached on Mon-Tues 6:30-3:30; Wed-Thurs 8-5 and Fri.9am-6 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, John R Lee can be reached on 571-272-2477. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained 
from the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status 
information for published applications may be obtained from either Private 
PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is 
available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center 
(EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



